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MY CUJUUSIN KATE. 
( Continued.) 


having an engagement with Harcourt,| 
he appointed to meet me in Harley 
street ; observing, that it would appea 
strange if I absented myself much long- 
er, as they would naturally attribute my 
former visits to the hope of meeting’ 
with Miss Mornington. I acquiesced} 
in the justice of this remark ; 


AFTER a few days had elapsed, | 
| 
| 
| 
‘| 
| 


Mrs. Vernon engaged with some of 
her trades people, and Harcourt not yet 
arrived. Understanding I was to wait 
for him, the servant shewed me up into 
the back drawing room ; where, upon 
a table, stood implements for dra wing, 


and an open porte feuille. 


am ply gratified. 


work of a master; as ‘there were also 
a number of indiffe rently finished co- 
pies ; but I was soon called from this 

employment by the sound of a female 
voice in the adjoining apartment,. the | 


door of which stood ajar : it seemed} 
familiar to my ear; and I fancied [| 


had been misinformed respecting Miss 


Mornington having quitted the house.| 


Determined to be satisfied on this head, 
1 approached the door, and looking| 
through the aperture, beheld a young! 





and ac-| 
cordingly repaired thither at the time! 
appointed. ‘he Admiral was out;} 


Curiosity | 
naturally impelled me to take a peep at| 
the performance of the unknown artist ;| 
and, upon inspection, I found myself} 
I turned over several! 
drawings, executed in the most admi-| 
rable manner, which I judged to be the) i 


| lady, in a neat morning dress, seated at 
a table, on which stood a pair of globes ; 
in the use of which she was instructing 
a little girl, about ten years of age: 
their backs were towards me, so that I 
could neither see the features of the 
speaker, nor be seen by her; but I was 
tolerable certain it was not Miss Morn- 
ington. ‘The mild and impressive man- 
ner in which she instructed her young 
pupil, gave me a high idea of her talents 
and good temper; and T remained an 
| attentive listener, until the approaching 
footsteps of Mrs. Vernon called me 
from my post. She apologized for not 
making her appearance sooner. “ If,” 
} said she, “the servant had conducted 
you into the library, you might have 
*} ° “ ” 

be guiled the time more agreeably.” —I 
pointed to the table, “IT have not been 
without amusement, I can assure you, 
madam,”’ said I, “the tardiness of my 
friend, Harcourt, has procured me the 
sight of some beautiful drawings. I 
believe I ought to apologize for the 
liberty I have taken; but lam such an 
| admirer of the art, that I could not re- 
| sist the temptation.’ “IT guess you 
‘| 

| 





' 


are not speaking of my daughter’s at- 
tempts?” said Mrs. Vernon, smiling, 
| and turning over the drawings ; “these 
finished pieces are the work of a young 
lady who is here on a visit; she has 
kindly undertaken to imstruct my 
daughter ; ; and I can assure you, Har- 
riet has made more progress under her 
| tuition, in a few weeks, than she did 

with her master in as many months,” 


} 
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“Are you speaking of Miss Morning- 
ton, madam?” ‘Qh, dear, no, she left 
us last Monday ; but my other guest 
remains, [J believe she is in the next 
room ;” and she threw open the door 
of the cage; but to my inexpressible 
disappointment, the birds were flown. 
Fully persuaded now that there had 
been a mistake; and that Miss Morn- 
ington could not have been my mas- 
querade enchantress, I could scarcely 
conceal my rapture at the discovery ; 
and I fancied Mrs. Vernon perceived 
what was passing in my mind, as she 
regarded me with unusual archness of 
countenance. Fortunately, the arrival 
of Harcourt relieved me from my tem- 
porary embarrassment; and before we 
quitted the house we received a press- 
ing invitation to spend the following 
evening there en famille. This was an 
invitation too agreeable to be refused ; 
and I waited with impatience for the 
hour which would satisfy all my hopes ; 
and remove all my doubts. 


“ , } 
{ To be concluded in aui : 


next. j 
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AFFECTATION, 


A few evenings since, accident led 
me into company with a number of 
persons of both sexes, assembled at the | 
house of a friend, and gave me an op- || 
portunity of observing a great deal of 
beauty in an accomplished woman, and 


as much wit in an ingenious man, turned | 


into deformity in the one, and absurdity 
in the other, by the mere force of affec- 
tation. ‘The fair one had something 
in her person upon which her thoughts 


pane weak and trivial minds as these ; 
but when we see it reign in characters 
1of worth and distinction, it is what we 
cannot but lament with some degree of 
indignation. It creeps into the heart 
lof the wise man as well as into that of 
the coxcomb. When we see a man of 
sense look about for applause, and dis- 
cover an itching inclination to be com- 
mended, lay traps for a little incense, 
even from those whose opinion he va- 
| lues in nothing but his own favor ; who 
is safe against this weakness ? or what 


| 





were fixed, and which she attempted to 
shew to advantage i in every look, word 
end gesture; while the ge ‘ntleman was 
as diligent to do justice to his fine parts, 
as the lady was to her beauteous form. 
You might perceive his imagination on 
the stretch to find out something un- 
commonly bright to entertain her; 
while she writhed herself into as many 
different postures to engage him. These 
unhappy effects of affectation naturally 
led me to reflect on that strange state 






Silla ttiinecee tina <, tate nate 


‘individual knows whether he himself 
be guilty or not? ‘The best way to get 
clear of such a light fondness for ap- 
|plause, 13 so take all possible care to 
ithrow off our love for objects that are 
not in themselves laudable. Of this 
nature are all graces in men’s persons, 
dress and bodily deportment, which 
will naturally be winning and attractive, 
if we think not of them, but lose their 
force in proportion to our endeavours 
to make them such. 
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